Notable tornadoes 



Madisonville-lsland, Kentucky 

This destructive, multiple vortex tornado was the first EF5 storm of the outbreak to touch down, 
at approximately 2:30 p.m. CDT (1930 UTC) on April 17 in northern Marshall County, Kentucky, 
southeast of Calvert City. It developed as the south Paducah-area EF3 occluded and sped to 
the northeast at speeds near 70 mph (113 km/h), generally paralleling the warm front draped 
across the Ohio Valley. The storm crossed the Tennessee River into far southern Livingston 
County, causing significant damage to several homes along Kentucky Highway 453, including 
the complete destruction of a mobile home that was thrown 50 yards from its original location. 
Damage in this area was rated EF2, with a path width of just over 200 yards (180 m). The 
tornado expanded and strengthened to EF3 as it crossed the Cumberland River into Lyon 
County. While mostly remaining in rural areas in Lyon County, a few residences were severely 
damaged and the southern section of the Western Kentucky Correctional Facility was destroyed 
northeast of Eddyville before the tornado exited Lyon County and entered Caldwell County. 
Again staying in mainly rural areas, the storm damaged or destroyed isolated farmsteads, 
including one at EF4 strength, and cut down a swath of trees in between 1/3 and a 1/2 mile (0.5 
to 0.8 km) wide through the county. 

As the tornado moved into Hopkins County and towards the city of Madisonville, which was hit 
by an F4 on November 1 5, 2005, it grew to nearly 2/3 of a mile (1 .1 km) wide and completely 
destroyed several structures along and east of Kentucky Highway 109 south of Beulah and 
along Kentucky Highway 70 east of Beulah. This included sweeping a home completely off of its 
foundation as it crossed 6th Vein Road and depositing the debris in a nearby forest. Extensive 
tree denuding and debarking was also observed in surveys. 6 injuries, including 2 serious, were 
treated from this location. The tornado then accelerated northeast and ripped into Madisonville 
at 3:15 p.m. CDT (2015 UTC). A wide swath just south and then east of downtown was leveled 
by the tornado including over 450 homes, some of which were completely swept away, and 
multiple businesses along S Main Street and E Center Street were flattened. The roof of 
Owensboro Health Multicare was torn off and Pennyrile Christian Academy, James Madison 
School and the Hampton Inn west of the Edward T. Breathitt Pennyrile Parkway were 
completely destroyed. Railroad tracks were also twisted and buckled west of the Hampton Inn. 
There were two pockets of damage rated EF5, one south of Spring Lake where multiple homes 
were decimated and swept clean along with extreme tree damage and vehicles thrown 
hundreds of feet. The other was near James Madison School, including the school itself and 
Armstrong Coal Company, where there was nothing left of the building except for a bare slab 
and pavement was scoured out of a nearby parking lot and nearby streets. Several homes in a 
subdivision in this area were also completely wiped out and significant ground scarring was 
observed from overhead shots of the damage path. 16 deaths were confirmed in Madisonville 
proper, and the Hopkins County Regional Medical Center was ovenwhelmed with over 130 
injured, some very seriously. The path in the city averaged from a 1/2 mile to 2/3 of a mile (0.8 
to 1 .1 km) wide. Several videos showed the large, multiple vortex tornado moving quickly 
through the city, including one taken particularly close that went viral following the disaster. 

Northeast of Madisonville, the tornado grew to its maximum width of around 1400 yards (1 .28 
km) as it devastated several farms near the Madisonville Municipal Airport. The storm began to 
shrink past this point as it departed Hopkins County and moved into McLean County, passing on 



the south side of Sacramento. Several structures were destroyed and multiple vehicles from 
Vinson Auto Sales were thrown into adjacent fields, some over 100 yards away. The tornado 
then continued northeast through the center of Island at roughly 1/3 of a mile (0.5 km) wide. 
Sporadic EF4 damage occurred as numerous residences were destroyed including two mobile 
homes that were smashed into each other and thrown over 1 50 yards (1 37 m). More farms were 
severely damaged to the northeast of town. 3 further fatalities occurred in Island as the tornado 
dissipated shortly after crossing the McLean/Ohio County line at 3:33 p.m. CDT (2033 UTC), 
74.3 miles (120 km) from where it started and lasting just over an hour. The storm left 19 dead 
with over 160 injuries and over 900 buildings damaged or destroyed in its wake. It became the 
first F/EF5 tornado in Kentucky since the Brandenburg tornado during the April 3, 1 974 Super 
Outbreak. 

Forrest City, Arkansas/Memphis-Lakeland-Arlington, Tennessee 

The deadliest tornado of the outbreak, this devastating long-tracked event touched down east- 
northeast of Goodwin in southwestern St. Francis County, Arkansas at approximately 2:40 p.m. 
CDT (1940 UTC) on April 17. The tornado generally paralleled Interstate 40 and U.S. Highway 
70 as it clipped the south side of Palestine, damaging several homes at EF2 intensity. It 
widened to a 1/4 mile (0.4 km) as it entered the south side of Forrest City. Numerous homes 
were damaged or destroyed on Dr. Martin Luther King Drive and either side of S Washington 
Street and a nearby apartment complex suffered severe damage with multiple units completely 
destroyed. The damage in this area was rated EF3 and the tornado caused its first fatality here. 
Several more homes were severely damaged east of Forrest City and extensive tree damage 
was noted with some complete debarkings as the tornado continued east-northeast, narrowing 
to around 200 yards (180 m) wide as it moved through the south side of Madison. EF3 damage 
was also noted in this location and several more homes were destroyed as it crossed the St. 
Francis River and struck the south side of Widener, causing further EF2 and EF3 damage as it 
crossed Arkansas Highway 50. Noticeable widening of the path was evident from aerial surveys 
as the tornado moved across rural eastern St. Francis County in addition to more substantial 
tree damage. 

The tornado crossed into Crittenden County about five miles west-southwest of Edmondson and 
destroyed several site-built homes and mobile homes on the north and northeast sides of the 
town while causing minor damage in the downtown area. One mobile home northeast of town 
was tossed over 200 yards (180 m) and demolished with its frame wrapped around a tree. The 
tornado widened further as it approached West Memphis to 700 yards (640 m). Cycloidal 
ground markings were noted in fields between Edmondson and West Memphis and the tornado 
passed over the south side of the West Memphis Municipal Airport. At 3:36 p.m. CDT (2036 
UTC), a tornado emergency was issued for the Memphis metropolitan area as the intensifying 
tornado entered West Memphis. Hundreds of homes and apartment buildings were damaged or 
destroyed with some completely leveled in West Memphis and several vehicles were thrown 
over 100 yards (91 m) and mangled. The tornado passed just south of the Crittenden Regional 
Hospital, causing minor damage to the complex. Surveys indicated EF4 damage in some 
locations including a large warehouse that was completely destroyed south of E Broadway 
Avenue. Several businesses were destroyed along E Broadway Avenue as the tornado moved 
through the east side of the city, devastating an industrial complex south of Interstate 40 before 
moving towards the Mississippi River. 10 fatalities were confirmed in West Memphis, along with 
over 60 injuries. Further intensification of the 1/2 mile (0.8 km) wide tornado occurred as it 
crossed the Mississippi River into Shelby County, Tennessee. It passed directly over Mud 



Island, destroying numerous tightly-packed homes and an apartment complex on the island at 
EF4 intensity. Several of these homes were swept away, although it was determined that they 
were not sufficiently constructed to enable a higher rating. 10 fatalities occurred on the island, 
along with over 100 injuries. The tornado strengthened even further as it devastated a large 
industrial complex west of Interstate 40 in between Frayser and Uptown. Several large 
warehouses were completely leveled in this area, with debris blown downwind considerable 
distances. Major damage occurred as the tornado crossed Interstate 40 near Sandpit Lake in 
North Memphis with trees in a 500 yard (457 m) wide swath completely debarked. The area 
around New Chicago Park suffered extensive devastation with two fatalities, with the local police 
station being completely destroyed. Vehicles in a junkyard near Sandpit Lake were thrown into 
the lake. 

Fortunately, given the advanced lead time, there were very few vehicles on Interstate 40 at the 
time of the tornado. The fast-moving tornado again crossed Interstate 40 east of the New 
Hollywood Street interchange and moved through the south side of the suburb of Raleigh, 
flattening the Thomas Missionary Baptist Church, a Dollar General, two apartment complexes 
and numerous homes along the Wolf River. EF4 damage continued into Bartlett as the tornado 
crossed Tennessee Highway 14 and expanded to nearly 3/4 of a mile (1 .21 km) wide. Over 
fifteen hundred homes were destroyed in Bartlett and Ellendale, including several that 
warranted EF5 ratings, with over a thousand more damaged to varying degrees. Near the 
intersection of Tennessee Highways 15 and 204, a Home Depot, Walgreens and several other 
retail outlets were flattened. Several churches, Oak Elementary School and Bon Lin School 
were heavily damaged or destroyed and the Bartlett Recreational Facility was devastated. 
Pronounced wind rowing was noted through Bartlett along with numerous cases of vehicles 
being rolled or lofted for long distances, including a half-ton Dodge pick-up truck that was 
thrown over 700 yards (640 m) and left in two unrecognizable pieces near the Bartlett Baptist 
Church. 40 fatalities were confirmed in Raleigh, Bartlett and Ellendale, with over 700 injured. 
The tornado grew even further to over a mile (1 .6 km) wide as it left Ellendale and moved into 
Lakeland, causing complete destruction in a swath over 1/3 of a mile (0.54 km) wide. Trees 
were completely debarked and homes were leveled or swept away in between Ellendale and 
Lakeland as the violent tornado ripped through the area at over 60 mph (96.6 km/h). The 
tornado reached its maximum intensity with peak winds estimated at over 210 mph (340 km/h) 
as perhaps the most impressive damage of the entire outbreak in Tennessee took place to the 
east of Garner Lake. Along Seedtick Road, four very large and well constructed homes were 
completely obliterated and swept away at EF5 intensity with the debris thrown several hundred 
yards downstream, in some cases left in very fine pieces. The forest surrounding the homes 
was completely shredded and debarked and an SUV from this location was found nearly a half 
mile away crumpled into a ball with only the chassis and two badly deformed tires remaining. 
Numerous other homes in this area were razed or swept away and pavement scouring was 
noted on several of the nearby roads. Lakeland Elementary School was heavily damaged and 
debris from the area was found strewn throughout the nearby lakes. 26 fatalities occurred in the 
Lakeland region. Further extensive damage continued east-northeast as the tornado crossed 
Interstate 40 for the fourth and final time on the south side of Arlington, destroying many more 
structures and causing its final 3 deaths as it crossed out of Shelby County into Fayette County. 

A satellite tornado, rated EF1 , was noted to the south of the track almost immediately after the 
main tornado crossed into Fayette County, traveling about six miles before dissipating. Large 
amounts of debris were reported falling from the sky in advance of the storm. North of Hickory 
Withe, the tornado destroyed more homes although fortunately not causing any further fatalities 



despite several injuries in the area. It continued east-northeast through the remainder of 
northern Fayette County, causing more widespread tree damage before dissipating about 5 
miles after crossing the Fayette/Hardeman County line at 4:26 p.m. CDT (2126 UTC). 

This tornado tracked 111 .2 miles, reached a max width of 1 .2 miles (1 .93 km) wide and was on 
the ground for nearly two hours through eastern Arkansas and southwestern Tennessee. It 
became the deadliest tornado in Tennessee history by over double of the next deadliest with 81 
people killed in state. Overall along its path, this tornado killed 92 people, injured nearly 1100 
and left over $2.5 billion in damages, with thousands of structures severely damaged or 
destroyed including nearly a dozen churches and three schools. It was also the first confirmed 
F/EF5 tornado in the state of Tennessee since April 16, 1998 in Lawrence County. Several local 
television stations in Memphis captured live video of the tornado as it moved through the area, 
and they were honored following the event for outstanding news coverage. Two cancelled 
checks from the Bartlett area were later found near Centerville in Hickman County, over 140 
miles (225 km) away, and an insurance claim from Lakeland was found south of Nashville, over 
170 miles (274 km) from where it originated. A badly damaged door from Lakeland was also 
carried over 25 miles (40 km) and found in northeastern Fayette County. 

Senatobia-Holly Springs-Ashland, Mississippi/Counce, Tennessee 

Forming at 3:44 p.m. CDT (2044 UTC) on April 17 in southwestern Tate County, Mississippi, this 
exceptionally powerful and long-lived EF5 tornado was the fourth tornado produced by the 
southern of the two strongest supercells of the outbreak. The funnel quickly widened as it 
passed through rural country approaching Senatobia from the southwest. Many trees were 
downed in this initial stage of the tornado's life including some that were debarked and stripped 
of all branches. The tornado became violent as it entered the southern portion of Senatobia, 
with a path width of around a 1/2 mile (0.8 km). A subdivision in the southwest corner incurred 
major damage with multiple homes partly or entirely destroyed at EF3 and EF4 strength. 
Magnolia Heights School along U.S. Highway 51 suffered severe structural damage, with the 
school's baseball and football fields wrecked. Several homes and a furniture store adjacent to 
the school were also flattened. The tornado then moved through a stretch of forest before 
crossing Interstate 55, where several videos of it were captured by bewildered motorists. East of 
town along Mississippi Highway 4, the storm destroyed the Senatobia Animal Hospital and 
devastated several residences clustered around a small pond to the east of the hospital. 
Damage in this area was rated EF4 with winds estimated at 1 75 mph. Fortunately, the animal 
hospital's staff had evacuated the building along with the resident animals before the tornado 
hit, but there were 2 fatalities in the homes to the east, bringing the death toll in Senatobia to 3. 
21 others suffered injuries with varying severities. Through rural eastern Tate County, several 
farms and isolated properties were destroyed by the tornado as it grew to 3/4 of a mile (1.21 
km) wide. Noticeable ground scarring and extensive tree debarking indicated further 
intensification as it approached the Tate/Marshall County line. A mobile home along Bett- 
Thyatira Road was torn apart, with its frame thrown over 250 yards downwind and wrapped 
around two debarked trees. Immediately before crossing into Marshall County, four homes were 
completely leveled, two of which were swept away. One of these homes was well-anchored 
enough to warrant an EF5 rating. Fortunately the owners were away at the time. 

Thousands of trees were mowed down and snapped by the tornado in the western part of 
Marshall County and several more farms were destroyed. Paralleling Marianna Road, the 
tornado crossed near the intersection with S Red Banks Road, obliterating several homes in the 



area and scattering the debris several hundred yards away. Low-lying vegetation in and near 
these properties was also stripped and caked in mud. Deep scouring of the ground to a depth of 
nearly a foot (0.3 m) occurred in a nearby field and trees were reduced to nothing but debarked 
stumps. Significant devastation continued to the northeast of the intersection with multiple 
homes leveled or swept away. 5 fatalities occurred in this vicinity as the violent tornado, now 
nearly a mile (1 .6 km) wide, set its sights on the city of Holly Springs. Debris was reported falling 
from the sky over the city when the tornado itself was over 15 miles (24 km) away. Drivers along 
U.S. Highway 78 reported seeing the massive wedge tornado approaching rapidly from the 
southwest with a very loud roar, louder than any thunder accompanying the parent supercell. 
This was also captured by several videos from storm chasers and the public in the area along 
with extremely rapid motion within the funnel and horizontal vortices accompanying it. 
Immediately southwest of the highway, a group of homes near Peyton Road was flattened and 
pavement was scoured off of Cotton Lane. Some of the debris was carried across the highway. 
Shortly after crossing the highway, the tornado completely demolished Marshall Academy and 
leveled or swept away numerous homes, some of which were large and well constructed, at 
EF5 strength. One home that was completely razed had part of its foundation gouged out and 
the portion was found over 200 feet (61 m) away. Along W Chulahoma Avenue, amongst 
numerous other destroyed homes, a robust, 10,000 square foot brick mansion built in 1860 
along with its guest house was annihilated in one of the most impressive cases of residential 
damage ever observed, leaving nothing but a small portion of the lowest story remaining. The 
front porch was uplifted and shattered and two columns over the front entrance were later found 
several blocks away, one of which was smashed into several pieces. The wall surrounding the 
pool in the backyard was also collapsed and no tree on the property was left more than 10 feet 
(3 m) high. Large debris from the location was scattered up to a mile (1 .6 km) downwind and in 
some cases granulated into very small pieces. Pavement was scoured off of several roads in 
the area and multiple vehicles were thrown for distances exceeding 1/4 of a mile (0.4 km), 
including three sedans that was thrown over 1/2 a mile (0.8 km) each and a Chevrolet van that 
was never found. The tornado then roared into the center of town, leveling the Marshall County 
Courthouse, the city hall, the center for Holly Springs Tourism, five churches and numerous 
businesses in the downtown core. Holly Springs Tourism was particularly hard hit, with the 
structure essentially being completely wiped clean and its remnants thrown into nearby 
buildings. The Holly Springs High School complex, including the junior high school, was next in 
line to be devastated by the storm, along with another very large and well anchored home that 
was completely flattened. A school bus from the high school was found in a mangled heap three 
blocks to the north, smashed into the garage of a partially destroyed home. In the eastern part 
of town, more homes continued to be devastated centered on Salem Avenue along with 
America Pacific Paneling Inc. near the railroad tracks. Part of the Salem Avenue bridge over the 
tracks was buckled and partially collapsed and a nearby boxcar was thrown nearly 3/4 of a mile 
(1 .21 km) to the east and ripped apart on impact. 

As the tornado left nearly 50% of Holly Springs in ruins, including several entire neighborhoods 
and much of the commercial district, it catastrophically damaged multiple large homes and 
several businesses along and north of Higdon Road, leaving nothing but bare slabs behind. In 
addition, extensive wind rowing and deep ground scouring to over a foot (0.3 m) deep was 
observed and more vehicles were tossed long distances including one pickup truck that was 
lofted nearly 3/4 of a mile (1 .21 km) and left in a crushed ball with two of its tires ripped off. One 
house's foundation was uplifted nearly a foot (0.3 m) in this area as well, with debarked and 
shredded bushes lying next to it. Despite a warning lead time in excess of 30 minutes, 52 
fatalities occurred in and around Holly Springs, the largest death toll in any single town during 



the outbreak and also the largest single town tornadic death toll since 1955 in the U.S. except 
for the 2011 Joplin tornado, owing to the virtually unprecedented intensity of the storm. Well 
over 200 others were injured, including two men who were thrown nearly 1/2 a mile (0.8 km) 
and miraculously escaped with only a broken arm, minor cuts/abrasions and a sprained ankle 
between them. A swath nearly a 1/2 mile (0.8 km) wide through town suffered complete 
destruction, with consistent high-end EF4 and EF5 damage. Continuing to be very intense, the 
tornado maxed out in width at 1 .25 miles (2.01 km) as it flattened thousands of trees in the Holly 
Springs National Forest, leaving a path clearly visible in satellite shots as it crossed into Benton 
County. South of Ashland, the tornado crumpled three high voltage transmission towers and 
destroyed several more homes, some of which were wiped clean off of their foundations, killing 
2 people and injuring nearly a dozen. Homes along Mississippi Highway 370 suffered similar 
fates in the eastern portion of the county as the storm, now about 3/4 of a mile (1 .21 km) wide, 
moved through. Crossing into northern Tippah County, more rural farms and countryside homes 
were destroyed at EF4 intensity, fortunately with no further deaths in the county, although 
hundreds of livestock were killed with more widespread, severe damage to trees. In Alcorn 
County, the tornado narrowed to a 1/2 mile (0.8 km) wide as it passed slightly north of Corinth, 
causing another death in a home west of U.S. Highway 45 for a total of 63 in Mississippi, 
becoming the deadliest tornado in the state since March 16, 1942. 

Crossing the state line into Tennessee, the tornado continued to weaken gradually and 
decrease in size as it clipped southeastern McNairy County and moved into Hardin County. 
However, severe damage up to EF4 strength was done to the community of Southside, 
including the destruction of the local church, with 3 further fatalities in a vehicle that was thrown 
off Tennessee Highway 57. As it approached the Tennessee River near Counce, the Tennessee 
River Pulp and Paper facility sustained significant damage. The tornado crossed Tennessee 
Highway 128 just south of the Pickwick Landing Dam and transversed Pickwick Lake, downing 
power lines and transmission towers in the east end of the county before finally lifting less than 
a mile (1 .6 km) west of the Hardin/Wayne County line at 6:03 p.m. CDT (2303 UTC). On the 
ground for over 2 hours and becoming the longest tracked tornado of the outbreak, with a path 
length of 129.9 miles, this storm killed 66 people and injured nearly 300 others. Nearly 1000 
structures were destroyed and hundreds of others were damaged resulting in close to $1 billion 
in losses, many of them in Holly Springs where residents were without power for up to three 
weeks following the event. The city still has not recovered to even 70% of its population prior to 
the tornado. Papers from Holly Springs were later found over 1 50 miles (241 .4 km) away in 
southern Middle Tennessee. The phenomenal damage produced by this EF5 tornado, some of 
the most violent ever documented, was studied thoroughly by surveyors and it was determined 
that it was the strongest of the tornadoes in the outbreak, with wind speeds in excess of 220 
mph (354 km/h) at its peak. After viewing the damage, Tim Marshall, long-time wind engineer, 
and Kiel Ortega, a research meteorologist, concluded that it was perhaps the most intense 
tornado they had both ever surveyed. 

Humboldt-Bruceton-Camden, Tennessee 

A long-tracked, violent tornado developed at 3:17 p.m. CDT (2017 UTC) on April 17 north of 
Covington, Tennessee in extreme northern Tipton County. The tornado quickly grew to a 1/4 
mile (0.4 km) wide as it produced significant tree damage and crossed the Hatchie River into 
Lauderdale County. Primarily staying in rural areas in Lauderdale and Haywood Counties, it 
caused severe damage to several farmsteads, with a maximum rating of EF3, before crossing 
Tennessee Highway 1 9 southeast of Nutbush. It then proceeded to destroy the Tibbs Gin 



distillery east of town and cause extensive damage to several homes on the property, with three 
minor injuries occurring. The tornado widened further to nearly a 1/2 mile (0.8 km) and 
intensified as it crossed into Crockett County and debarked numerous trees on either side of the 
county line. Just south and southeast of Alamo, the tornado leveled several large homes along 
Tennessee Highway 88 and Sunny Hill Road at EF4 strength and caused its first fatality, as a 
vehicle attempting to outrun the tornado was thrown 200 yards (180 m) and smashed. Several 
injuries took place in this area as well. Further to the east, the storm continued to cause 
extensive damage to multiple farmsteads and countryside homes with continuous EF3 and EF4 
damage along with two fatalities through rural eastern Crockett County. Ground scouring was 
also noted from aerial surveys as the tornado continued to intensify and grew to almost 3/4 of a 
mile (1.21 km) wide as it quickly approached the Crockett/Gibson County line and coincidently 
the city of Humboldt. 

Just southwest of Humboldt, a wide swath of debarked, snapped and denuded trees was noted 
with some uprooted and thrown considerable distances. On the west side of town, the 
headquarters of American Woodmark were completely destroyed along with a few other 
industrial buildings. Stigall Elementary School suffered significant structural damage on the 
south side of the tornado's track as it entered residential areas east of the U.S. Highway 79 
bypass. The Lighthouse of Worship Ministry and hundreds of homes were devastated in the 
north side of town, including multiple that were well built enough to be classified EF5. The Con 
Agra Foods along N Central Avenue was flattened with three fatalities occurring in the store and 
Humboldt Junior High School received significant damage. The tornado completely destroyed 
multiple businesses along Eastend Drive along with Eastend Elementary School before again 
crossing the U.S. Highway 45 bypass and flattening the Heritage Inn and three automobile 
dealerships on the northeast end of the city. The tornado expanded to nearly a mile (1 .6 km) 
wide as passed through a suburban residential area northeast of Humboldt. High-end EF4 and 
EF5 damage continued as a mobile home park and multiple site-built homes were completely 
destroyed/swept away in this area with numerous others severely damaged. Pronounced wind 
rowing and ground scouring to a depth of nearly 9 inches also was evident in surveys and aerial 
views. 20 fatalities and over 250 injuries occurred in the Humboldt vicinity. Two of the fatalities 
were thrown over a 1/4 mile (0.4 km) from their original locations and one women remarkably 
survived with non-life threatening injuries after being thrown a similar distance. The tornado 
continued to be violent as it destroyed multiple homes down to the foundation in between 
Humboldt and Milan. On the south side of Milan, the now 1/2 mile (0.8 km) wide tornado 
completely destroyed a water tower and heavily damaged several large and isolated buildings, 
including a Walmart and a Hampton Inn, before passing just south of the Milan Army 
Ammunitions Plant and exiting Gibson County. 

Through most of Carroll County, the tornado remained in rural areas except for south of 
Huntingdon where it destroyed the Huntingdon Missionary Baptist Church and multiple homes 
west of Tennessee Highway 22. Further destruction occurred in the far east end of the county as 
the tornado swept through the southern portion of Bruceton, debarking numerous trees and 
leveling several residences with EF4 damage, 2 fatalities and over two dozen injured. The final 
population center to be impacted by the tornado was Camden as it crossed into Benton County 
west of Kentucky Lake and passed through the north end of the city. Several more homes, 
Camden Elementary School and Grace Baptist Church were destroyed or damaged with EF3 
and sporadic EF4 damage being confirmed and three further fatalities. The tornado crossed 
Kentucky Lake into Humphreys County north of New Johnsonville and caused further significant 
damage to rural homes along with a 1/4 mile (0.4 km) wide swath of uprooted and snapped 



trees. The storm finally lifted north-northwest of McEwen in northeast Humphreys County at just 
after 5:05 p.m. CDT (2205 UTC) after traveling 115.8 miles (186.3 km), becoming the longest- 
tracked tornado in state history. The tornado destroyed over 850 homes and businesses along 
its path, damaged over 500 others, claimed 28 lives and left nearly 400 injured. It reached a 
peak width of around a mile (1 .6 km) and travelled through eight counties. This marked the first 
time in Tennessee history that more than one F/EF5 tornado occurred on the same day. Debris 
from Humboldt was later found in Kentucky over 140 miles away from where it originated. 

Ashland City^oelton-Millersville, Tennessee 

At 5:17 p.m. CDT (2217 UTC), the same supercell that produced the Humboldt tornado 
spawned another tornado in western Dickson County. The funnel grew to about 300 yards (270 
m) wide as it crossed Tennessee Highway 235, causing EF2 and EF3 damage to several 
farmsteads. As the tornado passed north of Charlotte and crossed Tennessee Highway 48, it 
intensified and completely leveled three homes at EF4 intensity, causing 5 injuries and throwing 
a pick-up truck over 250 yards (230 m) downwind into the woods. Several other residences in 
the area were severely damaged and trees were blown down in a wide swath with some 
debarkings. At this point, the tornado was about 600 yards (550 m) wide, which became nearly 
a 1/2 mile (0.8 km) as it continued east-northeast, destroying multiple permanent homes, high- 
tension power line trusses and mobile homes through rural eastern Dickson County and causing 
a fatality. The fatality occurred in a mobile home that was completely demolished and thrown 
200 yards (180 m) to the west of the tornado track. The mangled frame was found embedded 
into the ground to a depth of nearly a foot. The storm moved into rougher terrain and crossed 
the Harpeth River into Cheatham County, leveling a wide swath of forest around 2/3 of a mile 
(1.1 km) wide as it rapidly approached the county seat, Ashland City. 

The rapidly moving tornado crossed the Cumberland River and plowed directly into Ashland City 
at approximately 5:42 p.m. CDT (2242 UTC). Eyewitnesses and photos indicate that the tornado 
was quite visible despite its location among relatively mountainous terrain and being completely 
clouded with debris as it moved into the river valley and then into town. Numerous homes and 
other structures were demolished including a large section of the AO Smith Water Products 
Company, Hope Worship Center and the Ashland City Elementary School. Remnants of water 
heaters from the AO Smith plant were later found over 20 miles (32 km) away. Several 
businesses, including a KFC, a Sonic and a Rite Aid Pharmacy were completely destroyed as 
the tornado crossed S Main Street. The large funnel ascended the hilly terrain on the east side 
of town debarking numerous trees, sweeping away several homes and leveling others at EF4 
strength with winds of up to 180 mph. One home that was completely swept away had its debris 
tossed for nearly 3/4 of a mile (1 .21 km) downwind. Nearby, a large storage tank was thrown 
nearly 400 feet up an embankment and torn into three pieces. A tax receipt from town was later 
found in Wayne County, Kentucky, nearly 125 miles (201 km) away. 8 people were killed in 
Ashland City, along with 76 injured. More homes were destroyed by the tornado as it passed 
through elevated areas east-northeast of Ashland City, fortunately with no further fatalities in 
Cheatham County. The storm weakened slightly as it crossed into northwestern Davidson 
County, but still caused major damage in Joelton, destroying or damaging multiple residences, 
the Joelton Middle School, Joelton Elementary School and the First Baptist Church. The town's 
water tower was also significantly damaged. 2 deaths occurred in Joelton. The tornado then 
continued east-northeast, crossing Interstate 24 through more elevated topography as it moved 
towards the Interstate 65 corridor. Multiple homes were destroyed by the tornado in this region. 
It weakened further as it moved into the Interstate 65 corridor between Millersville and 



Goodlettsville, but still damaged or destroyed many structures including the CWC Logistics 
warehouse near the intersection of Interstate 65 and U.S. Highway 31 . Hundreds of homes 
were damaged or destroyed at a maximum intensity of EF3 as the 1/4 mile (0.4 km) wide funnel 
paralleled Long Hollow Pike and caused 5 further fatalities and injured over 100 more. The 
tornado dissipated about 5 miles west of Gallatin at 6:11 p.m. CDT (2311 UTC) after leaving 16 
deaths and 205 injured along a 54.3 mile (87.4 km) path, with a maximum width of 3/4 of a mile 
(1 .21 km) east- northeast of Ashland City. This same supercell produced another long-tracked 
EF3 tornado across Macon and Clay Counties in Tennessee and Cumberland County, Kentucky 
and two further tornadoes in Kentucky. The combined tornado track length from this supercell 
was over 250 miles through western/northern Tennessee and southeastern Kentucky, with 46 
fatalities total. 

Springville-Clarksville, Tennessee/Adairville, Kentucky 

About 7 miles (11 .3 km) southeast of Paris, Tennessee at 5:56 p.m. CDT (2256 UTC) on April 
17, a tornado developed in southeastern Henry County. The storm almost immediately grew to a 
1/4 mile (0.4 km) wide and tore the roofs off three rural homes west of Tennessee Highway 69. 
As it crossed the highway and approached the small community of Springville, the tornado grew 
further to about 600 yards (550 m) and destroyed or significantly damaged three residences 
along Mays Bridge Road at EF2/low-end EF3 strength. Rapid intensification to EF4 intensity 
occurred as the tornado entered Springville, traveling at 60 mph (96.6 km/h). At least 50% of the 
buildings in Springville were leveled, including multiple homes, with a fatality and over a dozen 
injuries reported in town. The grass was scoured from the ground on the southwest side of 
Tennessee Highway 69Afor about 900 yards (823 m) and numerous trees were uprooted and 
debarked in the area. Northeast of Springville, the tornado demolished several more homes 
especially near the bank of the Big Sandy embayment of Kentucky Lake. The remnants of some 
of these homes and cottages were thrown into the lake, luckily with no fatalities resulting. The 
storm then crossed the embayment into Benton County north of Big Sandy, causing more 
significant destruction on the east bank of the lake, including wiping out several lakefront 
cottages. The tornado quickly moved across the peninsula and crossed Kentucky Lake, 
destroying or damaging several more lakeside properties in the process, into far northwestern 
Houston County briefly before entering southern Stewart County. It reached its maximum width 
of 1500 yards (1372 m) as it devastated several rural homes, some of which were rated EF4, 
and left a swath of flattened trees that could be seen from satellite shots in the days following 
the event. Narrowing slightly as it approached the Cumberland River northwest of Cumberland 
City, the tornado destroyed more residences along Scotts Chapel Road, claiming another life 
and injuring several. 

As the tornado crossed the river and moved into Montgomery County, it destroyed the Lyiewood 
Inn along the county line and threw some of its debris into the river. The storm generally 
paralleled the meandering river and crossed it several times as it rapidly approached the 
Clarksville metropolitan area. The 1/2 mile (0.8 km) wide tornado completely destroyed 
numerous homes in Cumberland Heights, causing another fatality before roaring across the 
river for the final time and entering southern Clarksville. Immediately after crossing the river, an 
apartment complex east of Tennessee Highway 13 along with AutoZone and Gary Mathews 
Motor Inc. were leveled by the tornado. A handful of vehicles were also thrown or buffeted off 
the highway, leading to several serious injuries. Numerous homes, a church and a Quik Stop 
Market were destroyed at EF3 and EF4 intensity as the funnel passed south of Norman Smith 
Elementary School. Further to the east, several blocks of homes were devastated before the 



tornado approached Crossland Avenue and Madison Street. Two churches, the Montgomery 
County Workhouse, the headquarters for Clarksville Transit, the Montgomery County Highway 
Department, a Rite Aid Pharmacy, the A & W Motel, the Cumberland Grille and several other 
businesses were destroyed in this area, with 6 fatalities taking place. More homes were 
devastated by the tornado as it moved northeast of Madison Street, including some that were 
swept from their foundations at EF4 strength with peak winds of around 180 mph. The 
clubhouse for Clarksville Golf and Country Club was flattened with many trees blown down on 
the north side of the course itself. The tornado was about 1/3 of a mile (0.5 km) wide when it 
crossed Interstate 24 on the far east side of the city, again lifting several vehicles off the road. 
18 deaths occurred in the Clarksville area (including the fatality in Cumberland Heights), with 
over 200 injured. Damage continued to be extensive through eastern Montgomery County as 
the tornado narrowed to around 1/4 of a mile (0.4 km) wide. Crossing into northwestern 
Robertson County, the storm generally remained in rural areas before moving into Logan 
County, Kentucky. 

Once into Kentucky, the weakening, but still strong, tornado plowed directly into Adairville, 
leading to EF3 damage to a swath of homes north of downtown, causing one additional fatality 
and 18 injuries. The tornado then dissipated about 4 miles (6.4 km) northeast of Adairville at 
7:22 p.m. CDT (0022 UTC) after traveling a total length of 86.8 miles (140 km) through seven 
counties, lasting approximately an hour and twenty-six minutes and causing nearly $500 million 
in damages. 21 people died as a result from this storm, with 256 injured. This was the third 
significant tornado produced by the parent supercell. It produced an EF2 that tracked nearly 50 
miles (80.5 km) through Simpson, Allen and Barron Counties in Kentucky not long after the 
Clarksville storm dissipated. 

Leoma-Pulaski-Petersburg, Tennessee 

Following the occlusion of the devastating Holly Springs tornado, the same supercell 
reorganized its structure as it passed through Wayne County, Tennessee and spawned another 
large tornado about 2 miles (3.2 km) south-southeast of Westpoint in Lawrence County at 
approximately 6:37 p.m. CDT (2337 UTC). As it sped east-northeast, approaching U.S. Highway 
43 and the small town of Leoma, it grew to in excess of 3/4 of a mile (1 .21 km) wide, downing 
thousands of trees. The tornado roared into the southwest side of town, leveling multiple homes 
and completely destroying Lawrence County Archives and Steve's Radiator Shop along the 
highway. Significant damage was incurred to Leoma Elementary School on the north side of the 
funnel as part of the roof was ripped off. The Big Oak Market and several residences were 
flattened along Tennessee Highway 98 due south of town, along with a few large homes east of 
town. 2 fatalities occurred in the Leoma vicinity, along with nearly two dozen injuries and a 
maximum of EF4 damage with winds up to 180 mph. The storm continued across rural eastern 
Lawrence County, growing to over a mile (1 .6 km) wide and destroying the Crossroads 
Volunteer Fire Department in addition to several other homes. Extensive tree denuding and 
debarking was also observed as it crossed into Giles County, west of Pulaski. 

The tornado reached maximum size and intensity as it tore through the northwest side of 
Pulaski. Here, the damage path reached a staggering 1 .5 miles (2.4 km) wide, making it the 
largest tornado of the outbreak. Crossing the Lawrenceburg Highway (U.S. Highway 64), the 
massive funnel decimated numerous homes west of Braly Lane. Nothing but a pile of debris or a 
foundation was left in this area in many cases, and several vehicles were thrown hundreds of 
yards. It then proceeded to devastate an industrial complex to the east, including the Giles 



County Sheriff Office and the Valley Packaging Corporation, where the warehouse was virtually 
wiped out. A large oil storage tank weighing tens of thousands of pounds was later found over a 
half mile to the north of the core tornado track, smashed until it was nearly unrecognizable. 
Further east, along the Columbia Highway (Tennessee Highway 7) and then Tennessee 
Highway 11 , more homes were leveled including an area to the east of Maxwell Hill Road that 
was obliterated with severe debarking of trees. A white sedan from this neighborhood was lofted 
for nearly 1/2 a mile (0.8 km) and torn in two pieces, nearly crashing onto the roof of a nearby 
house. High-end EF4 damage was confirmed here, with winds up to 190 mph. There was some 
speculation of an upgrade to an EF5 rating, although it was determined that none of the 
structures hit warranted such an occurrence. 7 deaths took place in and around Pulaski, with 
over 50 others hospitalized. One worker at the industrial park miraculously survived with non-life 
threatening injuries after being trapped in the debris with a destroyed semi-trailer landing only 
feet from where he took shelter. More rural residences continued to be damaged or destroyed 
as the tornado moved through hilly topography in eastern Giles County and crossed Interstate 
65. The storm clipped the south side of Marshall County, decreasing in size to about 3/4 of a 
mile (1 .21 km) wide as it passed through the south side of Petersburg in northern Lincoln 
County. A mobile home here was thrown several hundred yards and ripped from its chassis, 
killing the occupant. Another death occurred east of Petersburg along Tennessee Highway 129, 
where several more homes were destroyed at EF3 and low-end EF4 strength. Further east- 
northeast, the Chestnut Ridge Church was demolished along with other structures as the 
tornado moved into the northwestern portion of Moore County, shrinking to about 1/3 of a mile 
(0.5 km) wide. 

The weakening tornado still caused further significant damage including to several homes 
through Moore and Bedford Counties, but no further fatalities occurred along with only minor 
injuries. Fortunately, the tornado dissipated over Rutledge Field in far northeastern Moore 
County at 7:56 p.m. CDT (0056 UTC) before moving into Coffee County and coincidently the 
city of Tullahoma. On the ground for 72.4 miles (116.5 km), this tornado killed 11 people and 
injured over one hundred others through southern Middle Tennessee. It was the final major 
tornado produced by the parent supercell, which initiated in southwestern Arkansas and traveled 
nearly 450 miles (724 km) over more than seven hours, claiming 79 lives along its track. 



